Stem cell transplantation in systemic sclerosis: rationale and status report.
The rationale for stem cell transplantation is feasible and tests the hypothesis that the immune system is important in the pathogenesis of SSc in carefully selected patients. At the present time, results from pilot studies of SCT in systemic sclerosis are moderately encouraging, although further refinements in SCT treatment protocols are probably necessary. Finally, the time for a controlled study of SCT is rapidly approaching.